FOCUS: CHARITABLE GIVING
Giving need not stop at death

With resources and population shrinking, area organizations look to legacies
to sustain work

Kristen Wright is the kind of donor
development officers dream about.
She gives regularly. She volunteers
often.

And, at age 27, she already has a
will, which includes her favorite
charities - the Alzheimer's
Association of Western New York
and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.

"They're two organizations that are
very near and dear to my heart," said
Wright, an accountant who lives in
Ambherst.
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Kristen Wright's legacy will benefit her Wright is an aberration in the world of
favorite charities. philanthropy.

Americans love giving to charity: A variety of studies estimate that 70 percent
to 80 percent of adults make at least one donation a year. But rarely does
such generosity extend beyond a donor's life.

Nationally, about 8 percent of people included charitable gifts in their wills in
2000, according to the National Committee on Planned Giving.

In Erie County, the percentage was even lower, about 2.6 percent, according
to a recent analysis of Surrogate's Court records.

Yet the future of many charities may depend on planned giving, especially in
Western New York, where a dearth of private foundation wealth, an aging
population and a stagnant economy combine to make a difficult road for












